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Semce agency cuts
o budget balancer

f yomare not paying full attention to the congressmnal o
Ibudget debate (and how maty people want to inflict

such torment upon themselves?), you probably den’t
know where most of those “non-defense discretionary
spending” cuts that are going to'do so much to balance

| the budget are coming frofm.

Here’s one: The Business Courier editorial board re-
ceived a visit from the Greater Cmcmnaj:l Commuinity
Action Agencies, the execuilves ‘of séven local agencies
that employ 1,200-and serve more than 150,000 families
in 16 Ohio and Kentucky countiés: ‘They and their fellow
Cormnmunity Action Agen(ﬂes natl nw1de arefacing a 50
percent cut in Commumity Services Blpck Grants, which
_f:‘flmdmg if the fed-

Ome answer to that might be so what socml service .
spending is just a “giveaway” But, as the CAA exe_culzves :

‘noted, about 45 percentof the people'who have cometo .
- their:agencies for help over the past several years have

been “frst-timers,” people who lost thelr 30bs and/ or .

ther homes in the recession.

And what is given to people is mainly almed at get-
ting them back on their feet: This is some of what. -

- Community Actich Agenaes which have emsted smce

the 1960s; provide locally: - _

« Job search, training and support services; e

» Head Start education for 4- and S-year olds and Early
Head Start;- -

C . L/Ilcroeuterpnse 1oau programs and other busmess B
development programis; '

» Senior community services,: mcludmg homedehvered ‘
meals and transportation to medical facilities, home-
based nursing care and aduit day care;

» Tax preparation assistance; -
-+ Crisis help, including emergericy housmg, food and )
help with utility bills.

The agency heads visited theit: Iocal members of :
Congress, saying they would accepta lesser cutbutadd- - '
ingthatto slash the ﬁmdmg by half would threaten their
primaiy programs, or even their existence. The aniswef, =
they said, was “We can’t do anything about it; the budget
needs to be balanced,” (although, as one executive point--

~.ed out, her congressman still refers

Wh at do “ .. constituents fo her agency-forhelp):

This would be a sad but necessary

- ' move by Congress if cutsto the so-

yo U th In k? cial services sector were really go- .=~

RS - " ingto balance the budget, but they -
Wewantyouropinion. aren’t’ In fact, 57 percent of the

Send your letters to budget is mandatory spending, and

. cindnnati@biz}oumals.com most of that is for Social Security

Medicare and Medicaid (see an

"+ explanation at http:/ /useconomy. -
about. com/ od/fiscalpolicy/tp/US_Federal, |_Budget htm)..
Of the remaining 43 percent, more than half’ is ear-

‘marked for defense and security spending, and about5 _. .

percent goes'tp interest payments. That Teaves less than b
20 percent of the biidget available to cut.

Is that going to bala.nce the budget? Apr]l fool! Of
course not. - -

As economists have sa_td over and gver;’ mthout Te
forms to defense spending and entitlement programs, - -
deficits can’t be reduced in'any meaningful way

No matter how you feel about it, if Congress goes

: through with these cuts, they’ll destroy part of the social
‘service safety nét mainly so that they can fout themselves

as budget hawks. It will do little else. What’s that worth‘? '

SPENDING AS PERCENTAGE OF U S, BUDGET
Entidlementprograms 50+%

- Defensespending . 20+%




